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INTRODUCTION


Since we traditionally think about angels during the Christmas season, I thought it would be interesting to have a two-week study of angels. Angels are mentioned 100 times in the Old Testament (OT) and 193 times in the New Testament (NT). Cherubim, a lower level of angels, are mentioned 90 times in the OT and once in the NT. A cherub (Cupid) is sometimes pictured in Valentine’s Day cards! One of the most unusual mentions of angels, specifically cherubim, can be found in Ezekiel 10. It makes for thrilling reading, but it is nearly impossible to visualize. Seraphim, even lower than Cherubim, are angels with three pairs of wings; and they appear only once in the Bible (in Isaiah), and were involved in worship. The angels are created beings with various roles or responsibilities. They look like men (as twice described by Daniel—Dan. 10:15, 18). They are often visible only to those with whom they speak (Numbers 22:22 and 1 Chronicles 21:16). The angels are beyond numbering (Hebrews 12:22). Some of the angels are fallen—such as their leader, Lucifer (“morning star” and “son of the dawn”)—Isaiah 14:12-15. Let us see what we can learn.
I.
ANGELS SERVE AS GOD’S PRAISE TEAM.
1.
Angels were created to praise God (Our Text).

2.
When God created the universe, the angels sang & shouted for joy (Job 38:4,7).
II.
ANGELS SERVE AS GOD’S MESSENGERS TO MAN.

1. Two angels warn Lot that God will destroy Sodom & Gomorrah (Gen. 19:15-22).
2. Seraphim tell Isaiah that he is cleansed for worship (Isaiah 6:1-8).

III.
ANGELS SERVE AS GOD’S MINISTERS TO MAN.

1. An angel of the Lord led the Israelite exodus from Egypt (Exodus 14:19).
2. An angel of the Lord shut the mouths of the lions & saved Daniel (Dan. 6:21-22).

IV.
ANGELS SERVE AS GOD’S AGENTS OF JUDGMENT.

1. An angel was sent to kill the disobedient prophet Balaam (Numbers 22:21ff.).

2. An angel smites 185,000 Assyrian soldiers (of Sennacherib) (2 Kings 19:35).

V.
ANGELS SERVE AS GOD’S ENDTIME INSTRUMENTS.
1.
Gabriel is the special messenger who foretells the coming evil ruler (Dan. 8:16ff.).

2.
Michael, the archangel, will call forth the dead to join the righteous (Dan. 12:1-3) and lead the war against Satan in Heaven (Revelation 12:7).
CONCLUSION


We have seen some of the Scripture references that talk about the angels, but there are many others left unmentioned. Of the 190+ OT references to angels, I have obviously cited only a few, less than 10%. It seems readily apparent that angels play a large role in the OT. We need to understand that angels play a significant role in our lives as well. Angels proclaim good news to us, seek to guard us from danger, and can help us live according to God’s plan. Should we fail to heed their message, those same angels may carry out God’s judgment upon us for our rebellious disobedience.

Next week, we will see how angels carry out these same roles in the NT. Plus, we shall see their special role in announcing the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;

Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth;

Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King.
